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Abstract

Is Possible ‘K-Philosophy’?
— East-Asian Philosophy in the Post-Covid19 Era

Kim, Sicheon

Korea's understanding of Classical philosophy in the 20th
century is differentiated from those of China and Japan. In
particular, the tradition of ‘old age” of Christian thinkers such as
Ham Seok-heon, on the one hand, refers to the conversion of
Christianity, Confucianism, and Daoism on the one hand, while
on the other hand, it aims to convey the values of democracy and
human rights, freedom and equality. This is because it shows the
philosophical and ideological practice of doing.

In this article, I wanted to focus on three things to clarify this
practice. First, I tried to focus on the context in which certain
philosophical ideas are revealed in the interaction with reality,
not stopping on the logical interpretation of the philosophical
text. This means that it is aimed at ‘consensus of feeling’, not ‘text
philosophy’, or in simpler words, common sense. Secondly, I
focused on the texts of authors, not professional philosophers, for
this purpose. This is why the texts of Dae-jung Kim and Se-chun
Ki, and Seok-Heon Ham were put at the center of the discussion.

And finally, I tried to name the hermeneutic basis that embraces
these two issues as the ‘transcendental hermeneutics’. This is a

word specifically referring to the expression Ham Seok-heon
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refers to as ‘reading revised classics in the place of ‘people’. In a
strict sense, ‘Oriental Philosophy throughout the 20th century
was nothing more than an empty name as a sign or as a legacy of
colonial experience. However, when we try to read the same texts
as Korean philosophy or ‘K-philosophy from a relatively
perspective, we can find a richer journey of philosophical

thinking.
Keywords
East-Asian Philosophy, Korean Philosophy, Confucianism,

Mohism, Daoism, K-philosophy
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